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Company donates safety videos to families
 
By Edward Freundl 

Staff Writer 
A local video production 

company is using its product 
to teach children and par­
ents about fire safety in the 
home. 

Thanks to 'a generous 
donation, families of 
Chelsea kindergartners 
won't have to pay a dime for 
the lesson - and as an 
added bonus, local fire 

.departments benefit from 
the sale of each video. 

Renee Kozminski, presi­
dent of Wisk Away Concepts 
Inc. of Chelsea, donated 150 
of the videos to North Creek 
Elementary School, enough 
for the entire kindergarten 
class. "We have a daughter 
at North Creek and thought, 
what better way to partici­
pate with our school than to 
donate life-saving informa­
tion to kindergarten fami­
lies," Kozminski said. 
. "It is a family video where 
parents sit down with their 
kids and talk about it." 

North Creek Principal 
Marcus Kaemming and 
Chelsea Schools 
Superintendent David 
Killips viewed the video 
with Kozminski before mak­
ing the donation. 

"The really nice part is, 
it's really about families; so 
150 families benefited from 
tbis donation," Kaemming 
said. 

"It was a very nice gesture 
for our community, as well 
as a very responsible thing 
to do." 

The eight-minute video 
goes through the steps to 
take to be prepared in case 
of a fire at home. 

"When we made it, the 
Ann Arbor Fire Department 
helped us to make sure it 
had the correct informa­
tion," Kozminski said. 

"In the video is how to 
make fires safety plan, 
where to put smoke detec­
tors, how to use 911 system 
correctly, how and when to 
correctly use a fire extin­
guisher. They called it Level 
1 firefighter training." 

Chief Jim Payeur of the 
Chelsea Area Fire Authority 
lauded Wisk Away's efforts. 

"I think any education is 
good, that's largely been 
proven," Payeur said. 

"The more education pro­
vided on the hazards of fire, 
the more you try to do things 
differently," he added. 
"Working with your family 
you take it to the next level. I 
think it's a good thing." 

Kozminski's company 
has been producing and 
selling the video for sever­
al years, and has upgraded 
it in response to newer 
technology. "We started in 
2000; we had a-Iower-quali­
ty video back then, but this 
is a TV-quality video," 

Kozminski said. 
. "It's a very high-quality 

production." 
Wisk Away sells the video 

to companies that then use 
them as promotional give­
aways but they are also 
available to individuals for 
$4.95. 

For each video sold, the 
company donates $1 to a fire 
department designated by 
the buyer. 

Thousands of videos have 
been sold since 2002, and 
thousands of dollars have 
been donated to fire depart­
ments in Michigan, Ohio and 
Indiana. 

For example, the Real 
Estate One Family of 
Companies in Southfield 
recently purchased 500 
videos, so Kozminski's com­
pany donated $500 to the 
Southfield Fire Department. 

Locally, the Chelsea 
Lumber Company and the 
Chelsea State Bank have 
purchased them for their 
customers. 

Videotape is not Wisk 
Away'S only media, either. 

The company donated a 
fire safety DVD to the 
McKune Memorial Library, 
and for those kindergarten 
families who do not have a 
VHS player they can contact 
the company to switch. 

To purchase a video, call 
Kozminski at 734-761-9475. 

Mabel Holmes, aka Laurie 
Hood of Bearclaw Coffee, 
visits JiffY Mix and Howdy 
Holmes, Mabel's grandson. 
"I got the idea to dress up as 
Mabel when I read about 
her at Chelsea State Bank's 
110th anniversary party this 
summer," Hood said. "She 
is a prominent Chelsea his­
torical figure and a woman 
entrepl'eneur who paved the 
way for Chelsea women like 
myself today:' 




