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Businesses ba d oget er 0 he ptroo s
 

HOPE LASH. SPECIAL TO THE NEWS 

Even four-year-old Sean Hill helped wash cars on a hot Sunday 
aftertoon to support his grandpa's (Darryl Hill of Carpet Depot) 
efforts to raise money for car packages to the American soldiers 
fighting overseas. 

JChristmas in JulyJ 
events to benefit 
Michigan soldiers 
BY LEANNE SMITH 
News Staff Reporter 

A few Hamburg Township 
businesses are hoping to 
bring a little Christmas in Ju­
ly to Michigan soldiers serv­
ing overseas. 

"Christmas in July" is a 
popular advertising campaign 
for stores this time ofyear, but 
Bearclaw Coffee Co., Carpet 
Depot and Curves, all at 5300 
E. M-36 at Zukey Lake, aren't 
using it for personal profit. 
They're donating a percent­
age of their sales and hosting 
a weekly car wash this month 
to put together care packages 
for soldiers. 

"We just want to contrib-

Michele Hill and 
family member 

Chantal Evans 
used signs and 

flags to encourage 
drivers to support 

the troops by 
having their 

car washed last 
Sunday. 

Festivities include 
wineJbeer tasting 

BY LISA CAROllN 
News 5taff Reporter 

On Saturday night, The Op­
era House in Howell will be 
abuzz with music, art, wine and 
beer. It's the Livingston Arts 
Council's third annual sum­
mer fundraiser, this year with 
a slight twist on the original 
name: "Red, Wme and Brews." 

"This year we're going 
to have beer tasting as well 
as wine tasting with three 
kinds of specialty beers, 10 
wines and two champagnes," 
says Livingston Arts Council 
Member Barbara Smith. "The 
event is growing. It started 

Wh·le their 
family cars are 
being washed, 
children can ' 
write letters to 
the soldiers. 

ute," said Debbie McElroy, 
owner of Bearclaw Coffee Co. 

Besides decking their 
stores with Christmas lights 
and decorations, the busi­
nesses will host a car wash 
on Sunday, from noon to 3 
p.m., as well as on July 22 
and July 29. Boy Scouts and 
members of Pinckney Ameri­
can Legion Post No. 419 are 
helping wash cars and 100 
percent of the donations they 
get will help buy items for 

he Opera House's s mer fundra·ser i on tap 
out as a fancier party, but 
last year and this year it's 
more of a casual street par­
ty. We'll have tasting tables 
and an art show inside The 
Opera House, and a live 
band and DJ, dancing, bars 
and food outside on Walnut 
Street." . 

Bill Mack & the Juke 
Joint Johnnies will provide 
the live music; Barefoot 
Wines will supply the wine; 
Howell Village Market will 
supply the beer; the food 
will come from Bennigan's 
and Buffalo Wild Wings; and 
Caribou Coffee will provide 
free iced coffee. There also 
will be a raffle for a pair of 
diamond earrings donated 
by Cooper-Binkley Jewelers 
of Brighto~. 

the care packages, McElroy 
said. 

While their family cars are 
being washed, children can 
write letters to the soldiers, 
which will be sent along with 
the care packages. There 
also will be face-painting and 
other activities at the stores, 
McElroy said. 

Many people write letters 
and send cards and packag­
es to soldiers at Christmas, 
McElroy said. This event is 
to give them a little of that 

'This is one of our major fundraisers 
of the year to be used to continue 
to restore The Opera House.' 
Mary Heikkinen, office manager for The Opera House. 

"This is one of our major 
fundraisers of the year to be 
used to continue to restore 
The Opera House," says Mary 
Heikkinen, office manager for 
The Opera House. "The first 
floor is completely renovated, 
and it is spectacular. Now our 
efforts are to work on the sec­
ond floor where the theater 
is." 

Walnut Street will be closed 
off for the Red, Wine & Brews 
event. Livingston Arts Coun-

Christmas cheer in the mid­
dle of the year. 

"We hope other groups of 
businesses will take up the 
cause and keep this going 
throughout the year," she said. 

Those wanting to help out 
with this effort or make a 
contribution can call McEl­
roy at 734-474-1621. 

Leanne Smith can be 
reached at /smith@ 
/ivingstoncommunitynews.com 
or at 810-844-2011. 

cil member Sharon Fisher 
has put together the art show 
that will be inside The Opera 
House and will feature the 
work of more than 20 local 
artists. Some works will be of­
fered for sale with 30 percent Sin 

of the price going to benefit 
The Opera House. I 

liUsa Carotin can be 
reached at /carolin@ Fa! 
Iivingstoncommunilynews.com 
or at 81 0-844-2010. 
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